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POLICE   TRAINING  SCHOOLS

Then there is the matter of training a reserveman or a pa-
trolman after he has been appointed. Although American
cities have made some progress in that direction during the
last dozen years; it is nevertheless in this field of police admin-
istration that they have still the most to learn from Europe.
In all the larger cities of France, Germany; Austria; Italy,
and Great Britain there have for many years been regular
schools for training patrolmen. Although of course differ-
ing considerably as to methods, equipment, and length of
instruction, each of these schools gives the recruit practical
training for the work which he will later have to perform.
The police school at Vienna, which possesses its own build-
ings, with classrooms, dormitories, library, and gymnasium,
is said to be the best. It has an average of three hundred and
fifty patrolmen-in-training, and the course extends over an
entire year, the theoretical studies and, practical exercises
covering a wide range. In Berlin, on the other hand, the
term is for five weeks only, and no special building is used
as headquarters; after a week or so at the central police
presidency the recruits are posted about at the various
stations for instruction. In Paris the period of training is
four weeks, and the recruit attends only on certain days in
each week, spending the rest of the time in regular duties as
a gardien de la paix. A part of the building used as police
headquarters is set aside for classroom work, but the equip-
ment is not so good as in Vienna or London. The London
training school is at Peel House, a building designed and
erected for this purpose about eight years ago, with accommo-
dations (including sleeping quarters) for over two hundred
men, and an equipment which is modern in every respect;
the training, which consists of lectures, physical exercises,
and practical work, covers eight weeks. Smaller cities both
in England and on the continent have systems of preliminary
training, but they are not so well organized, in most cases